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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God...The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:1 & 1:14

Join us for Power Lab V.B.S. June 2nd to 6th.
More information inside!

Go to our w
eb site

today to re
gister!

Pray for the body of Christ, for our church (Elders, Deacons, Ministers, for workers to go into the harvest fields, church
growth (spiritually & in number), the MVCC Daycare.  Pray for the leaders of our country and our country.  Missionaries in
Haiti and other parts of the world.

The following people have had prayer requested on their behalf
Hildred Whittington, Judy Hemphill, Bill Hendrix, Katie Wright, Georgia White, Adair Wright, Allen Hayley, Roy Stoll, Dan
Root, Darrel Watts, Lester Watts, Estelle Sturgel, Sharon Wick,  Reba Turk, Julie Feild, Anthony Taylor, Justin West & family,
Clif ford Jemes, Emery Hale, Ken Green, Troy Mikell, Charlie Ross, Otis Fulbright, Donna Stock.

Please remember the family & friends of Erma Galloway as she was granted her wish to go home.  Be with the church family
also as she will be missed.

If no updates are received after being on the prayer concern lists for 3 weeks, the name will be removed.

                                       Remember our Service Men & Women in Prayer
Ken Wright (Katie’s husband, Michelle Lee’s son-in-law, Mary Larkin’s  grandson-in-law),   Jeremy Lyons, Florence (Flo)
Blades, Devin Cloud, David Boyd, Daniel Pohlenze,  Patrick Feild ( Wes Dyson’s cousin’s husband), Cory Ford, Nicholas
Voyles, Todd Myers  in Iraq, and Curt Gwinn  in Afghanistan,  Mavis Brown (Mary Kirk’s sister) in Kuwait,  Eric Goist in
Korea,  Chris Stevenson.
PRAISE:  Jeremy Guiles, Adair Wright’s grandson is home safely.
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Because of Christ, Mark

Mark’s  MessageMark’s  MessageMark’s  MessageMark’s  MessageMark’s  Message

Updated Prayer Chain List
There is a new updated prayer chain list available.  Please ask

Carolyn or look on the table in the foyer.

Monday June 2nd - Friday June 6th
                6:00 - 8:30 pm Nightly

Give your children a new enthusiasm for God’s Word—and
for Jesus! As we engage kids with fun, science-themed surprises, you’ll
see amazing things happen. The delighted smiles...the memorable
Bible points…they all add up to making a life-long difference in the
lives of your children!

We would love to have your children join us next month for this exciting
V.B.S.  If you would like more information about this V.B.S. please call the church
office.  You can also visit our web site at www.mtvernoncc.org and click on the
Power Lab logo for more information, a video about the V.B.S. and to register.

Show Me Christian Youth
Home Present a tion

Ronnie Epps of Show Me Christian Youth Home will
be here on Sunday May 25th.  He will be teaching about Show
Me during the Sunday school hour and will be preaching during
the morning worship service.

If you don’t know much about this ministry this will be
a great time to learn of all that Show Me does in its work with
children who are in need.

Show Me is one of the missions that we support on a
monthly basis.  We will be taking a love offering for the youth
home at the end of the worship service.

We would like to recognize all of the MVCC gradu-
ates.  Our high school graduates are Zandria Taylor from
Miller High School & Jeremy Wallace from Marionville High
School.  Our 8th grade graduates are Hannah Vanater, Cody
Lee, & Josh Daughtery, from Mt. Vernon Middle School.

Congratulations to you all!  We pray that all of you
will have many more sucessful years to come.  God bless
you in all you endevor to do in life.

Erma Galloway, one of Mt.
Vernon Christian Church’s most
faithful went home to be with Lord
on Monday April 28th at 6:45 pm
at the Lawrence County Manor
Nursing Home in Mt. Vernon.

The passing of Erma is a
great loss to all of us left here, but

we are glad that she is finally home.  We will miss her very,
very much.  She will always be remembered for her gentle
loving way, her wonderful sour dough bread, her great mo-
lasses cookies at V.B.S., and her jokes; but most of all for
her life long service to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

V.B.S. Work Day is Saturday May 31st from 9:00 am -
??.  If you can come help with setting up V.B.S. we would
greatly appreciate it.

For more information about this work day and any other
help needed with V.B.S. please contact Beth Budd.

V.B.S. Work Day

Weight Watchers is moving to Mt. Vernon Christian
Church.  Weight Watchers will begin having meetings at MVCC
on Monday May 5th at 5:25 pm.  The meetings will be held every
Monday from 5:15 - 5:45 pm.  They are offering free registration
for the first 2 weeks they are meeting at MVCC.

Recently I preached a sermon on Jesus being the way the truth and the life.  In this month’s newsletter I

would like to recall portions of that message on John 14:6.  John 14:6 tells us, Jesus answered “I am the way,

and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”

This is a truth that is so important in our world today because we live in a world of multiculturalism.  A world of so many

different religions and the popular line of thought in our society is to accept all religions as equal and valid.  Yet what Jesus said

goes totally against that way of thinking.  “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one come to the Father except through

me.”  In making this statement Jesus is telling the world that there is no other way that one may go to heaven at the end of his or

her life on this earth, except by Himself.  Luke recalled when writing the book of Acts the same idea when he wrote Acts 4:12.  He

writes, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

This is an important fact, yet in our world of multiculturalism society says there are many ways to heaven.

Do you know the motto, or slogan that you will find on our church bulletin, newsletter, my business card, the church’s

business card, on the side of the church van, and in the newspaper when we have ads in the paper?  It says Mt. Vernon Christian

Church - Leading in the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  Why would we have that, or why would we want that on so many different

things?  It’s simple - because it’s that important.

John 14:6 is one of the most significant verse’s in the Bible.  Jesus makes the claim that there is no other way to get to the

Father except through Him and that makes Christianity the exclusive the way to get to heaven.

When we say Mt. Vernon Christian Church – Leading in the Way, the Truth, and the Life we are saying people can follow

us as we follow in the example of Christ.  We say it in much the same way as Paul did in 1 Cor. 11:1 when he said, “Follow my

example, as I follow the example of Christ.”

When we say Mt. Vernon Christian Church – Leading in the Way, the Truth, and the Life we are saying to the world that

you can follow the minister, elders, deacons, and members, of our church and expect to be lead to Christ and through Christ, to

heaven.  Folks, that is a powerful thing to say and I have to ask the question, are we living up to that expectation?  I think that the

answer is sometimes, yes we are, and other times, no we are not.  That goes for me, and you.  We are not perfect, that is for sure,

but if we strive to follow the example of Christ I believe we will win more than loose.

Jesus did not say- I will show you the way to heaven.  He did not say- find your own way to heaven.  He did not say- trust

your heart.  He did not say- look inside yourself for the way.  He did not say- the way is whatever you want it to be.  He said, “I

am the way.”

In this world, we find ourselves in a life of sin and darkness and we find ourselves lost.  We are stuck in a dark cold cave

with no light and no guide, and we find ourselves searching for a life that is filled with love, and joy, and care, and mercy, and

grace.  We can’t go back to the way from which we came because we know how bad that way was.  And we search in a cold dark

world for a light that will take us home and out of the darkness.  Until one day we find Jesus and we realize that Jesus is the only

way to the life we want on earth and Jesus is the only way to eternal life in heaven.

Jesus said “I am the way.”  I am the way to heaven, there is no other way!  But do you know that following him will be

a long difficult task and most will not do it.  But do you also know that the places He will take you and the things you will

experience with Him are out of this world!

The statement Jesus made in John 14:6 is very bold and if we want people to be saved from the cold darkness of this

world, we need to be just as bold.  We need to boldly live for Christ each and every day and not let the world tell us what we

should think and how we should feel.

Ask yourself this month, “If others look at the way I live my life will they be able to see me living in the Way, the Truth,

and the Life and will they be able to follow my example as I follow the example of Christ?”  I pray that you have a wonderful and

blessed month in Christ.
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Youth    N e w s

Thank y ou to e very one who v olunteer s at MVCC.  You ar e greatly a ppr ecia ted!

Mt. Vernon Christian
Daycare

Mt. Vernon Christian Church is considering opening a
daycare center that will be open for the community.  We are
seeking people who would be interested in bringing their chil-
dren to our daycare.  If you have children that you would like to
be in a Christian daycare or if you know of others who are in
need of child care we encourage you to get in touch with the
church office.

The daycare may not open for several months, but we
would like to know how much of a need there is in the commu-
nity for a new Christian daycare.

You can contact the office by phone at 466-2744, or by
e-mail at mvcc@centurytel.net, or by going to the church web
site at http://www.mtvernoncc.org.

Aftershock
Each Wed. 6:30 to 8 pm

Jesus caused the earthquake and we are the aftershock.
Come join us for music, fun & games, and Bible study each
Wednesday.

The aftershock group (Jr. & Sr. High) also meet each
Sunday night 6 - 7:30 pm as well as for different events from
time to time.

Summer Camp at
Maranatha

It’s time to be thinking about going to summer camp at
Maranatha.  Program for the 2008 camp is titled “Everything”
It is a study of who Christ is.

Information about camp dates, things needed, etc  is
available in the church office.

Things to Look For

The Birth of Mother’s DayThe Birth of Mother’s DayThe Birth of Mother’s DayThe Birth of Mother’s DayThe Birth of Mother’s Day

Anna M. Jarvis (1864-1948) loved her mother dearly.  It was Miss Jarvis who first
suggested a national day to honor all mothers.  At a memorial service for her mother on May
10, 1908, Anna gave a carnation, her mother’s favorite flower, to each person in attendance.
Within a few years, the idea to honor mothers gained popularity, and Mother’s Day was
soon observed annually in many large cities of the United States.

On May 9, 1914, by an act of congress, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the
second Sunday of May as Mother’s Day.  He established the day as a time for “public
expression of our love and reverence for the mothers of our country.”  By then, it had
become customary to wear white carnations in honor of departed mothers and red carna-
tions to honor the living.  The custom continues to this day.

Bowling at Lighthouse Lanes in Springfield in May - Time
and Date TBA

Camping at Stockton Lake in June - Time and Date TBA
MVCC Youth Benefit Golf Tournament - Sat. June 21st

Starting @ 8:00 am
Going to Worlds of Fun in K.C. in July - Time and Date

TBA

We are trying to plan a mission trip to Manzanillo,
Mexico for next Summer.  We want to seek out the youth who

are interested in going.  There will
be a limited number who will be
able to go on this trip and those who
would like to go will need to let us
know in the next few months.
Those who go will be excepted to
be very dedicated.

We already know of serveral
who want to go on this trip, but if you have not heard about
this trip and are interested in going please let us know as soon
as possible.  Passports will be required to go on this trip.

4th Annual MVCC Youth Benefit
Golf Tournament

We will be holding our golf tournament again this year
at the Mt. Vernon Municiple Golf Course.  The tournament will
be held on Saturday June 21st, starting at 8:00 am.

We will be in need of several volunteers to make this
tournament a success.  All youth who plan on going on the
Mexico trip are excepted to be there to help.

If you are interested in playing in this tournament please
call the church office or e-mail the church at
mvcc@centurytel.net.  The tournament will once again be a 3
person scramble with a $40.00 entry fee.

Mark’s Mission Trip to Brazil
As you know I am eagerly looking forward to going to Brazil

this month.  I will be leaving on Monday May 12th and returning on
Friday May 23rd.  I would greatly appreciate your prayers while I’m
on this trip for safety and success.  I am looking forward to being able
to share more about Brazil after I return.

Mark

Mother’s Day Brunch
We will be holding a Mother’s Day brunch on Saturday May 10th at 10:30 am.  We

ask that the women bring a type of breakfast casserole, fruit, or salad.  Lorretta Dobyns will
be the speaker for the day.  This is sure to be a time of great fellowship.  Be sure to mark this
on your calander.

We are asking the men
to come and serve the ladies for
this special day.  If you will be
able to help with this special day
for mother’s please us know.

Youth Sunday May 18th
The youth with the help of Jaymie and Ronda Jones

will be in charge of the Worship Service on Sunday the 18th.
Jaron Lester will be back to preach and the rest of the

youth will be the leading singing, serving communion, offer-
ing, reading scripture, and praying.

Wednesday Famil y
Meals

Wednesday May 21st
will be the last Wednesday for
the Family Meal until school
resumes at the end of the Sum-
mer.

We would like to thank
Terri Stokes & Cassi Boswell for
all their hard work with the
meals each week.  Thank you
also to everyone else who came
to help with the meals.  You all
are appreciated very much!



Serving This Month

Sunday       Monday      Tuesday     Wednesday      Thursday      Friday        Saturday
1 2

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16

18 19

      GREETERS
      Paul & Ola Belle Parrish

  COMMUNION PREPARATION
               Mary Larkin

5

COMMUNION TEAM
Team 2

21 22

4

May 4
Donuts & Juice - Johnnie Parish
Opening Prayer - Jaymie Jones

Scripture Reading - Bartley Family
Communion Meditation - Mike Swortwood

Closing Prayer - Mark Lee
Nursery - Sara Engler & Michele Vanater
Junior Church 4th-6th - Kima Bekemeier
Junior Church 1st-3rd - Rick Bekemeier

Junior Church Pre-K & K -  Adam &
Cassi Boswell

Toddlers -  Bill Weber
Home Communion - Rick Phillips

  23 24

25 26 27 28

May 11
Donuts & Juice - Beth Budd

Opening Prayer - Jackie Moore
Scripture Reading - Swortwood Family
Communion Meditation - Wes Dyson

Closing Prayer - Rick Phillips
Nursery - Mary Larkin & Michelle Myers
Junior Church 4th-6th - Dusty Eldridge
Junior Church 1st-3rd - Amy Eldridge

Junior Church Pre-K & K - Kima
Bekemeier

Toddlers - Bill Weber
 Home Communion - Wes Dyson

May 18
Donuts & Juice - Ronda Jones
Opening Prayer - Youth Group

Scripture Reading - Youth Group
Communion Meditation - Jaymie Jones

Closing Prayer - Youth Group
Nursery - Dustin & Amber Hudson

Toddlers - Bill Weber
Junior Church 4th-6th - Beth Budd
Junior Church 1st-3rd -Scott Budd

Junior Church Pre-K & K - Lynna Rathmann
& Anissa Jack

Home Communion - Rick Phillips

3

Men’s Breakfast
7:30 am

20

29

17

Elder’s Meeting
following

Grace Groups
6:00 pm

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

 Family Meal 5:30 pm J.A.M.,
After Shock, Adult

Bible Studies 6:30 pm

30 31

Grace Groups
6:00 pm

 J.A.M., After Shock, Adult
Bible Studies 6:30 pm

Elder’s Study 8:00 pm

May 25
Donuts & Juice -

Opening Prayer - Mark Lee
Scripture Reading - Bekemeier Family

Communion Meditation - Rick Bekemeier
Closing Prayer - Derek Stokes

Nursery - Nancy & Hayley Brown
Junior Church 4th-6th - Mark Lee

Junior Church 2st-3rd - Jennifer Lee
Junior Church Pre-K & K - Beth Budd

Toddlers - Bill Weber
   Home Communion - Bill Weber

 Family Meal 5:30 pm J.A.M.,
After Shock, Adult

Biible Studies 6:30 pm

 Family Meal 5:30 pm J.A.M.,
After Shock, Adult

Bible Studies 6:30 pm

6:00 pm Lady Prayer
Warriors meeting

observed

Mother’s Day
Brunch

Richard & Pat
Neely

Beth Budd
Tim & Julie

Taylor
Shawn Davis

Kyah Moore

Amber Hudson
Jaron Lester Brock Lester Layla Mangold

Emma Hudson
Hayley Brown
Wes & Brenda

Dyson

Brent Engler Dusty Eldridge Shea Bekemeier

Ken & Katelyn
Wright

Fil & Brenda
Turk

Camryn Eldridge

Assurance of the Ascension

After the Resurrection, the risen Lord instructed his
followers not to leave Jerusalem.  It was there, Jesus said,
that they would receive “the promise of the Father” (Acts
1:4, NRSV)  What was that promise?  It was that they would
be baptized not with water but with the Holy Spirit.

Shortly after that utterance, Jesus was “lifted up, and
a cloud took him out of their sight” (v.9).

The Ascension reminds us that even though Jesus
isn’t physically present on earth, as the living Christ he is as
near as we allow him to be.

Jesus’ Ascension offers us the assurance that God is
now available to all people all the time.  He lives as a guid-
ing, loving Spirit in our midst.

Pentecost the Church’s BirthdayPentecost the Church’s BirthdayPentecost the Church’s BirthdayPentecost the Church’s BirthdayPentecost the Church’s Birthday

Pentecost was originally a Jewish harvest festival
when the first fruits of crops were given as offerings to God.
On the first Pentecost after Jesus’s ressurection, the Holy Spirit
came upon Jesus’s followers.  They were filled with power
and love, thus empowering them to witness to God’s actions
in Christ to all who were nearby.  Some 3,000 people responded
to their claims that Christ was Lord and Savior of mankind.

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus’s first
followers on that day of Pentecost is often called the Church’s
birthday.  You can read the entire story in Acts 2.

Wedding Shower
for Jennifer Weber

Miller High School

Armed Forces Day

Mt. Vernon High
School

No evening Services

No evening Services

Youth Sunday

Ronnie Epps
Show-Me Christian

Youth Home

-------------------------------------------Mark gone to Brazil on mission trip---------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------Mark gone to Brazil on mission trip------------------------------------------------

6:00 pm
Ladies Meeting

Work Day for
VBS

Last Wednesday for
Family Meal until end

of Summer.


