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Prayer Concerns

Sent with a prayer to:

Mount Vernon Christian Church
1460 McVey, Mt. Vernon, MO 65712

Youth Minister
Andrew Hastie
417-438-4917

Andrewrhastie@gmail.com

Worship Leader
Tamisha Hutton

Pray for our church (Elders, Deacons, Ministers, for workers to go into the harvest fields, church growth (spiritually &
in number).  Pray for the leaders of our country and our country.  Missionaries in Haiti and other parts of the world.

The following people have had prayer requested on their behalf
Jim Nail, Stanley White, Debra Bartley (Vicki Bartley’s mother),   Ray Threet, Carla Wilkerson, Al Boswell, Troy
Mikell, Dane Knell, Charlie Ross,  Dora Bell, Will Hawkins, Marie Hall, Robert Daugherty, Dick Cole, Mark Renkoski,
Debbie Schubert, Jan Hinkle, Lovelle Coleman, Zoey Stellwagon, Donna Brown.

If no updates are received after being on the prayer concern lists for 3 weeks, the name will be removed.

Remember our Service Men & Women in Prayer
James Cunningham (Gladys Cunningham’s grandson), Jeremy Guiles (Adair Wright’s grandson),Chase Laporte, Jeremy
Lyons, Florence (Flo) Blades, Devin Cloud and David Boyd, Daniel Pohlenze,  Jason Gilkey (Kathy Gilkey’s son,
Virginia Hendrix and Bill Hendrix’s grandson, Patrick Feild ( Wes Dyson’s cousin’s husband), Cory Ford in Iraq, and
Curt Gwinn  in Afghanistan.  Mavis Brown (Mary Kirk’s sister) in Kuwait.

Our ELders
Wesley Dyson

466-2285
Jaymie Jones

466-4501
Mark Lee
466-1914

Paul Parrish
476-5155

Rick Phillips
466-3007
Bill Weber
466-7745

Our Deacons
Adam Boswell
Dusty Eldridge
Jackie Moore
Derek Stokes
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Because of Christ, Mark

Mark’s MessageMark’s MessageMark’s MessageMark’s MessageMark’s Message

      Yep, that’s right, it’s Christmas time already!  As I talk to more and more people the prevailing thing I hear is
      “I can’t believe it’s Christmas time again already.”  It sure does roll around quick doesn’t it.

I just love to see the looks on children’s faces this time of year.  It’s looks of expectation, excitement and want.  When you
go into the stores it seems they always want to take you to the toys section, or the electronic section, or sports section of the store
to show you what they want for Christmas.  Most of the time with my family it’s the electronics or sports sections, Josh is getting
old enough that regular toys aren’t what he wants anymore.  Now that we have Kyleigh (our grandaughter) we’ll once again get to
buy regular toys again.

The kids that are about 4 to 8 years old are the ones I love the most.  They are the most excited ones.  If you get much
younger than that (like Kyleigh), a lot of the times they would rather play with the boxes the toys come in rather than the toys and
if you get much older they begin to get the hang of things and figure things out.  In that 4 to 8 year range they still seem to have an
innocence about them and Christmas time is pure excitement to them.

The looks on the adult’s faces have a different look at Christmas time as well.  Some get the look of, “oh no!” it’s
Christmas time already.  Or, “yes!” it’s Christmas time.  I must admit that I’m half and half.  Part of the time I will look at
Christmas time on the money side of things.  I think about all the presents to buy and then right after that I know that taxes are due
and I say, “oh no”, not already!  But then I look at in a different light and see the joy it brings so many people.  I see the lights going
up around town and hear talk of people putting up their Christmas trees and know how much people look forward to this time of
year.  There’s a joy in the air during this time of the year more than any other.

What I like about this time of year the most is the celebration of the birth of Christ.  I love the things like the Christmas
programs, singing the Christmas music during church, going Christmas caroling, and the candlelight services.  I know that I’m not
in the majority by the world’s standards, but I’m grateful that I am within the church.  We have all these things to look forward to
this year here at the church.  We will be having the Christmas Program on Sun. the 16th, having the Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service and will be singing Christmas music all throughout the season.  It sure does look like it’s going to be a wonderful
Christmas season.  I hope everyone can join us as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ this year.

With all of this in mind I can’t help but end this article with one last thought to make you think.  Wouldn’t it be nice if we
all looked forward to the second coming of Christ the same way the children look forward to Christmas!

Bibles Needed

For Equipping

God’s People

The article below is copied out of North Burma
Christian Mission, Winter 2007 issue.

27 years ago, 10,000 Lisu Bibles were printed.
No new edition has been printed since.  Right now, Jesse
Yangmi and David Morse are completing the revision of
this edition after which this will need to be printed.  Over
200,000 believers in China are begging for a reprinting.
In some villages they are cutting up one Bible and sharing
individual books with other churches so more people have
access to at least ONE book of the Bible.  Can we sacrifice
something to help provide these needed Bibles?

Special Appeal To You:  We are asking if you,
and even your entire church, would sponsor one Bible per
person per month for the next 6 months to help with this
printing.  Each book costs $7.  These will be printed on
good paper with durable binding.  We are praying for part-
ners to help pay for 3000 copies.  If a  family of 5 would
sacrifice one meal per month, they could purchase five
books.  We need 600 or more people to help with this over
a 5 month period.  Will you help?  Collected funds can be
sent to our FA marked “Bibles”  This is a tangible gift
which will last for many years.  Thank you for your help!
Larger gifts are also welcome!

If you would like to help with this effort to buy
Bibles for the North Burma Christian Mission you can do-
nate by putting your donation in the offering plate and
marking it “Bibles for China”  Or you can send your dona-
tion to their Forwarding Agent at: NBCM c/o Gary &
Brenda Wheat, 25391 Birch Drive, Joplin MO 64801.

Christmas Caroling?Christmas Caroling?Christmas Caroling?Christmas Caroling?Christmas Caroling?

Would you be interested in going Christ-
mas Caroling this year?  Christmas is upon
us and it would be great if we could have a
group from MVCC to go Caroling.

Great places to go would be the Veteran’s
Home, nursing homes, senior housing, and
to people in our congregation.

If you would be interested in leading or  in this minstry or
just joining in to sing please talk with Mark.

Christmas Eve Candlelight

Service

Would you like to help out with the Christmas Eve
Service?  Maybe you have a special that would be great for
Christmas, or a reading that you would like to share with us,
or you have a suggestion that would make the service better.
However you would like to help would be great!

If you are interested in adding to our Christmas Eve
Service in anyway please let Mark know.

A James River

Christmas

December 7th - 9th

James River Assembly will be having there Christ-
mas program this year on Dec. 7th & 8th @ 7 pm, then again
on Dec. 9th @ 6 pm.  This is always a wonderful Christmas
program and we encourage you to go.  If enough people would
like to go we could take the church van or car pool.

Benevolence

Fund

The Church Benevolence Fund in very low and
in need of a boost.  With going into Winter and the in-
creased need for help during the Winter means that we
are way below what is needed.

We know that there is a lot to give to in the com-
ing weeks, but if have the desire in your heart to give to
help those in need this Winter your gift will be greatly
appreciated.

Dec. 16th @ 5 pm

Have You Visited the Church
Website Lately?

The church website has been totally redone and looks
great.  We encourage you to take the time to visit the site at
www.mtvernoncc.org.

Just about anything you need to know about MVCC can
be found on the site.  The site now includes and interactive calen-
dar that has most of 2008’s activities on it.

Be sure to check the site out and please let us know what
you think about it, we would love to hear your input.
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Aftershock    N e w s
Up Coming Events

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecemberDecember

15th - Bowling at Lighthouse Lanes

31st - New Years Eve Lock-in

JanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuary

11th – Progressive Dinner

FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary

1st - 2nd – Jr. High Believe

22nd -23rd – 30-Hour Famine

MarchMarchMarchMarchMarch

15th – Scavenger Hunt

AprilAprilAprilAprilApril

11th – 12th – Deeper Life

ANSWERS FROM LAST MONTH:

ACTS, AMOS, CHRONICLES, DANIEL, ESTHER, EXODUS, GENESIS, HEBREWS, HOSEA, JAMES, JOB,
JOEL, JOHN, JUDGES, KINGS, LAMENTATIONS, LUKE, MALACHI, MARK, MATTHEW, NAHUM,

NUMBERS, PETER, PHILEMON, REVELATION, ROMANS, RUTH, SAMUEL, TIMOTHY, TITUS

This Months Puzzle

Noah and the Ark

Thank you to everyone who volunteers at MVCC.  You are greatly appreciated!

We’re going to party!  Wednesday Dec. 19th @ 6 pm
we will be having our Annual Christmas Dinner & Party.  We
will also have a New Year’s Eve party starting @ 7 pm New
Year’s Eve.

For the Christmas party please bring side dishes and
desserts, also bring something for a white elephant gift ex-
change.

For the New Year’s Eve party please bring finger foods,
desserts and games to play as we wait for the new year.

We are trying to get everyone’s e-mail address so if
you haven’t let us know what your e-mail address is please let
us know by listing it on the list in the church foyer or by send-
ing us an e-mail to mvcc@centurytel.net.

We will not use your e-mail address to send you junk
mail and forwards, we only want your address to send you re-
minders and updates from time to time.  We will also send you
this newsletter to you by e-mail if you like in a PDF file.  Send-
ing the newsletter by e-mail will save the church money and
allow us to reach more people.  If you would like to get the
newsletter by e-mail please indicate that when you give us your
e-mail address.

Be sure to join us on Christmas Eve @ 6 pm for our
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.  This a great time to be
with your family and truly remember the real reason to cel-
ebrate Christmas.

E S A F O R T Y

V T N G S Y A D

I  H C N A R B P

L G N I A R E I

O I  M V D O V E

W N E I P A L S

T N Y L I M A F

C R E A T U R E

The words listed below are in the puzzle -
Left, Right, Down or Diagonally. Find each

word, and after you have found all the words
the remaining letters in order will spell out the

mystery answer.

Word Bank

Branch, Creature, Days,
Dove, Family, Forty, Living,
Nights, Olive, People, Rain,

Raven, Two



Serving This Month

Sunday       Monday      Tuesday     Wednesday      Thursday      Friday        Saturday
1

2 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 18 19

      GREETERS   COMMUNION PREPARATION
               Beth Budd

5

COMMUNION TEAM
Team 3

21 22

4

December 2

Donuts & Juice - Johnnie Parish
Opening Prayer - Dustin Hudson

Scripture Reading - Hastie Family
Communion Meditation - Paul Parrish

Closing Prayer -  Rick Phillips
Nursery - Fil & Brenda Turk

Junior Church 4th-6th - Kima Bekemeier
Junior Church 1st-3rd - Rick Bekemeier

Junior Church Pre-K & K - Adam &
Cassi Boswell

Toddlers -  Dawn Dyson
Home Communion - Rick Phillips

  23 24 25 26 27 28

December 9

Donuts & Juice - ?
Opening Prayer - Jaymie Jones

Scripture Reading - Phillips Family
Communion Meditation - Wes Dyson

Closing Prayer - Mark Lee
Nursery - ?

Junior Church 4th-6th - ?
Junior Church 1st-3rd - ?

Junior Church Pre-K & K - ?
Toddlers - ?

 Home Communion - Wes Dyson

December 16

Donuts & Juice - Ronda Jones
Opening Prayer - Jared Dyson

Scripture Reading - Youth Group
Communion Meditation - Jaymie Jones

Closing Prayer - Derek Stokes
Nursery - ?
Toddlers - ?

No Junior Church
Home Communion - Rick Phillips

3

7:30 am
Men’s Breakfast

20

29

30

December 30

Donuts & Juice -
Opening Prayer - Jaymie Jones
Scripture Reading - Lee Family

Communion Meditation - Rick Bekemeier
Closing Prayer - Wes Dyson

Nursery - ?
Toddlers - ?

No Junior Church

Home Communion - Rick Phillips

17

Elder’s Meeting
following

After-school
program

After-school
program

After-School Program

After School Tutoring
3:20 pm

 Family Meal 5:45 pm
J.A.M., After Shock, &

Adult Bible Studies 6:30
pm

After-school
program

DEC. 4 - CAROLYN DYSON
DEC. 11 - MICHELE  VANATER
DEC. 18 - LYNNA RATHMANN

Snacks for Tuesday’s

Grace Groups
6:00 pm

Grace Groups
6:00 pm

Grace Groups
6:00 pm

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Office Closed

December 23

Donuts & Juice - Beth Budd
Opening Prayer - Jackie Moore

Scripture Reading - Bartley Family
        Communion Meditation - Bill Weber

Closing Prayer - Hal Harris
Nursery - ?
Toddlers - ?

Junior Church 4th-6th - Beth Budd
Junior Church 1st-3rd - Scott Budd
Junior Church Pre-K & K - Lynna

Rathmann & Anissa Jack
   Home Communion - Bill Weber

31

Grace Groups
6:00 pm

8:00 pm
Council Meeting

After School Tutoring
3:20 pm

 Family Meal 5:45 pm
J.A.M., After Shock, &

Adult Bible Studies 6:30
pm

Office
Closed

Pearl Harbor
Day

1st Dayof
Winter

Bill of Rights
Day

Pilgrims Landed
1620

Christmas
Day

Nancy Brown

Pat Neely Kathy Gilkey

Craig McGowan

Adair Wright Bill Weber
Jaymie & Ronda

Jones

Dawson
 Lassater

Jonathan
Herbert

7 pm
New Year’s
Eve Party

6:00 pm
Church Christmas

Party and
Dinner

Christmas occurred when God invaded Earth in a
strange and marvelous way.  A special child was born to
improbable parents in an unlikely place at an inconvenient
time and in an unwelcoming world.  Yet heaven’s light
pierced the darkness and shone through the life of that unique
baby.  That light was and is an eternal light.  God’s light in
Christ is a saving light that can keep the world from total
destruction, from the ultimate darkness.  The message is
always true:  “The light shines in the darkness and the dark-
ness did not overcome it” (John 1:5 NRSV).  And it never
will.  - Charles Ferrell

WHAWHAWHAWHAWHAT IS CHRIST IS CHRIST IS CHRIST IS CHRIST IS CHRISTMAS?TMAS?TMAS?TMAS?TMAS?

Christmas is belief in the past, courage for the present
and hope for the future.  It is a fervent wish that every cup may
overflow with blessings rich and eternal, and that every path
may lead to peace.

ETERNAL LIGHT

There has only been one Christmas,
the rest are anniversaries!!!

Youth Lock-in

Youth going
bowling @
Lighthouse

Lanes

10:30 am during
Worship Service

Caroling @ 5 pm


