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Prayer Concerns

Sent with a prayer to:

Mount Vernon Christian Church
1460 McVey, Mt. Vernon, MO 65712

Worship Leader
Tim Taylor

Our Elders
Rick Bekemeier

471-1900
Wesley Dyson

316-0955
Jaymie Jones

466-4501
Mark Lee
466-1914

Paul Parrish
476-5155

Rick Phillips
466-3007
Bill Weber
466-7745

Our Deacons
Adam Boswell
Dusty Eldridge
Harold Harris
Derek Stokes

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God...The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:1 & 1:14

Pray for the body of Christ, for our church (Elders, Deacons, Ministers, for workers to go into the harvest fields, church growth
(spiritually & in number).  Pray for the leaders of our country and our country.  Missionaries in Haiti and other parts of the world.

The following people have had prayer requested on their behalf
Hildred Whittington, Andrew Lowe, Judy Hood, Joy Vernon, Reba Turk, Julie Feild, Wayne Taylor’s son - (accident), Gene
Wendler, Bob Walster, Erma Galloway, Lacey Simmons, Pat Belanger, Justin West, Ray Threet, Clifford Jemes, Emery Hale, Ken
Green, Robert Daugherty, Dalton Pitman, Mark Paragon, Christy Hedrick, Jane Garner, Tom Davis, Don Erickson, Anthony
Richardson, Claude Miller, Troy Mikell, Charlie Ross, Otis Fulbright, Virginia Aleshire, Donna Stock.

PRAISE:   James Cunningham, (Gladys Cunningham’s grandson) is safely back in the U.S. after 15 months in Iraq.

If no updates are received after being on the prayer concern lists for 3 weeks, the name will be removed.

Remember our Service Men & Women in Prayer
Ken Wright (Katie’s husband, Michelle Lee’s son-in-law, Mary Larkin’s  grandson-in-law), Jeremy Guiles (Adair Wright’s grand-
son), Jeremy Lyons, Florence (Flo) Blades, Devin Cloud, David Boyd, Daniel Pohlenze,  Patrick Feild ( Wes Dyson’s cousin’s
husband), Cory Ford, Nicholas Voyles, Todd Myers  in Iraq, and Curt Gwinn  in Afghanistan.  Mavis Brown (Mary Kirk’s sister) in
Kuwait.  Eric Goist in Korea.  Chris Stevenson .

We would
love for you

to join us this
month as we

come
together in
worship to
our Lord &

Savior Jesus
Christ!
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Because of Christ, Mark

Mark’s  MessageMark’s  MessageMark’s  MessageMark’s  MessageMark’s  Message

Romans 10:14-15 says, “How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them?  And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’”  Doing missions has been a passion of mine

for quite some time now and this Romans passage is a scripture that just cries out to us concerning the need for Christians
to be sent to those who have never heard.

When I first came to Mt. Vernon Christian Church one of the things that attracted me to this church was the
leadership’s desire to have a minister who had a desire and passion for missions.  Of course there were other things that
attracted me here as well, but I’m sure that I would not have come here if the leadership said they didn’t support mission
work and have a desire to support and do work in the mission field in the future.  It truly is important to me, it is important
to the leadership and congregation of this church, and we all know that seeking and saving the lost is God’s greatest
mission.  After all God sent His only begotten Son from the majesty of heaven to become our ultimate sacrifice by dying
on the cross so that the world might be saved.

My passion for mission work has drawn me now to the position of forwarding agent for Brazil Evangelism.  It is
a job that I do along with being the preaching minister here at MVCC.  It’s a job that I do as a volunteer for Brazil
Evangelism, but it is a job that requires several hours of my time each month to complete what I need to do.  The
leadership here at MVCC have all agreed that this is something they approve of me doing and they have supported me in
every aspect of this position, of which I am very pleased.

As many in the congregation know, just before I came to MVCC Maria, Josh, & I, made a trip to Brazil to work
with the missionary of Brazil Evangelism - Jim Moreland.  This trip was originally planned so our family could go and
check out what it would be like to live in Brazil and do mission work there.  We decided, even before we went on the trip,
that we would not be able to do mission work there, largely because of Maria’s health issues.  That trip was my second
trip there.  The first trip I took was in July 2001.  My first trip really opened my eyes to the need of missionaries in Brazil
and gave me the desire to have a part in seeking a saving the lost in that country.

Now that I have become part of that mission through being the forwarding agent I have a hand in what Jim
Moreland is doing in bringing people to the saving knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  I feel that it is a great
honor and privilege to be working with Brazil Evangelism and Jim Moreland, who has been a missionary in Brazil for 47
years now.  While I’m not able to be in Brazil working with the Brazilian people, I’m able to be the representative in the
United States for a long standing missions organization and a long time, successful, missionary in Jim Moreland.  Through
my work MVCC also becomes involved in this mission as well.

My prayer is that the congregation will be understanding and support the work that I’m putting into Brazil
Evangelism.  While it does take several hours a month to complete, it is hours well spent working for the Kingdom of
God.  Along with this work that I’m doing here I will be taking a trip to Brazil sometime in the next several months to
familiarize myself further with the work in Brazil and to help with the process of my being the forwarding agent for this
organization.  When I go I will be gone about 12 days, but not be gone more than 1 Sunday.  This is a trip that I am
looking forward to and will be very helpful to me and I believe will benefit Brazil Evangelism and MVCC.

Thank you for your support in this new venture that I have taken on, I appreciate it very much!  Truly the gospel
is being preached to those who have not heard it in Brazil through Jim Moreland and Brazil Evangelism.  Now you and
I are a part of that work and as it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  May God
continue to bless you and I as we continue striving together to expand His Kingdom.

We will be having a fellowship Dinner following the
Worship Service on Sunday April 20th.  This dinner’s theme
is Italian so please bring your favorite Italian dish or meal.
We would like to some to provide bread sticks, etc. for each
table, if you would like to do that please let Mark or Terri
Stokes know.

Please come even if you don’t like Italian, just bring
your favorite dish (whatever that may be) as there may be oth-
ers who don’t like Italian as well.  We don’t want to leave
anyone out of this time of fellowshiping together with our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ.

Missionary To Haiti
Here Sunday April 20th

Salonique Adolphe will be here the 20th.  He will be tell-
ing about his mission during the Sunday school hour and will be
preaching during the morning Worship Service.  This will be a
great time to learn more about this mission and get a better under-
standing of doing mission work in Haiti.  Salonique’s mission is a
mission that we support on a monthly basis.  He will also be with
the youth on Sunday night.

Please be sure to stay following the Worship Service and
spend more time with Salonique during our fellowship dinner.

Cross of Triumph

Also known as the Cross of Victory, this cross
symbolizes Christ’s final triumph and his reign throughout
the earth.  The Cross of Triumph is often depicted atop Jesus’
scepter when he’s shown in his kingly office.

+ Christian Symbols + Women’s Retreat
@ Ozark Christian College

April 24th - 26th

Women’s Retreat at OCC encourages and equips
Christian women through worship, teaching and fellowship
to know the Lord better, to love Him more and to serve Him
fully in home, church and community.

This event is open to all women and features
workshops, speakers, music, learning, sharing, fun and
fellowship. Keep an eye on this web page as it is updated in
the future.

Daily Schedule: (Tentative)
Thursday, April 24

4:00 PM ............. Registration
7:00 PM .............Main Session
9:00 PM .............Yak and Snak

Friday, April 25
9:00 AM ............. Pre-Session

10:00 AM ........... Main Session
2:00 PM ............. Workshops
3:00 PM ............. Workshops

5:30 PM ............. Banquet
7:00 PM ............. Main Session

Saturday, April 26
8:30 AM ............. Workshops
9:30 AM ............. Workshops

10:30 AM ........... “Coffee’s On” in MPB
11:00 AM ........... Main Session

MVCC Softball Team

Unfortunately we will not be having a softball team to put
in the Mt. Vernon City Co-ed League this year.  If you were wanting
to play we hope that you will be able to find another team to play on.
Thank you for playing in the years past.

“Life is like an onion: You peel it off one layer at a time, and
sometimes you weep.” —Carl Sandburg
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Youth    N e w s

Thank y ou to e very one who v olunteer s at MVCC.  You ar e greatly a ppr ecia ted!

Join Us Tuesday’s After
School

We invite you to join the K- 6th graders each Tuesday
for our After School Program.  The program is from 3:30 - 5
pm.  We have a bus service from the school to church and
parents pick up their children following the program.  If you
would like more information about the program please call the
church office.  The last day for this program this school year
will be Tuesday April 29th.

The MO Christian Convention is this month!
This is one of the best state conventions in the nation
and it would be wonderful if we had a large group from
MVCC attend.  If you would like more information
about the convention please talk to Mark or go to http:/
/mcconvention.org/ on the web.

Mt. Vernon Christian
Daycare

Mt. Vernon Christian Church is considering opening a
daycare center that will be open for the community.  We are
seeking people who would be interested in bringing their chil-
dren to our daycare.  If you have children that you would like to
be in a Christian daycare or if you know of others who are in
need of child care we encourage you to get in touch with the
church office.

The daycare may not open for several months, but we
would like to know how much of a need there is in the commu-
nity for a new Christian daycare.

You can contact the office by phone at 466-2744, or by
e-mail at mvcc@centurytel.net, or by going to the church web
site at http://www.mtvernoncc.org.

Aftershock
Each Wed. 6:30 to 8 pm

Jesus caused the earthquake and we are the aftershock.
Come join us for music, fun & games, and Bible study each
Wednesday.

The aftershock group (Jr. & Sr. High) also meet each
Sunday night 6 - 7:30 pm as well as for different events from
time to time.

V.B.S.
Believe it or not Vacation Bible School is just a few

months away and plans are beginning to form.  Beth Budd will
once again be the director.  As you know in order for V.B.S. to
run smoothly and be successful there are a lot of volunteers
needed.  If you are willing to volunteer for this year’s V.B.S.
please talk with Beth.

“Man cannot live by bread alone, yet still many
try to satisfy the inner life with outer
accoutrements. That is impossible.”

—Anonymous

June 9th - 13th

Check out our church website @

http://www.mtvernoncc.org

Alfred North Whitehead (1861-1947), a brilliant
philosopher and mathematician, once said, “I have al-
ways noticed that deeply and truly religious persons are
fond of a joke, and I am suspicious of those who aren’t.”

Did you hear about the Christian woman who
was reluctant to exercise?  She said, “If God wanted me
to touch my toes, He would have put them on my knees.”

Recall Erma Bombeck’s prayer:  “God, if you
can’t make me thin, then make my friends fat.”

The trouble with the fellow who snores in church
is that he wakes up everybody else.

When the sometimes controversial preacher,
Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1887), was a pastor in Brook-
lyn, New York, he received a letter with two words on it:
“April Fool.”  Immediately, Beecher wrote a letter to a
New York newspaper describing the letter he had re-
ceived and then commented, “I have heard of men who
wrote letters and forgot to sign their name, but never
before met a case in which a man signed his name and
forgot to write the letter.”

Know A Good Clean Joke?

What Are The Grown-Ups Doing?

A Sunday School  teacher was teaching a group
of youngsters about the Israelites in the Old Testament.
She kept referring to the Jews as the “children of Israel”.

A little girl interrupted her, wanting permission
to ask a question.

“Certainly,” the teacher responded.
“Well”, the child said, “you keep talking about

the children of Israel.  The children of Israel crossed the
Red Sea.  The children of Israel built the temple.  The
children of Israel did this and did that.  Didn’t the grown-
ups ever do anything?”

Questions:  What are we grown-ups doing to
show that we are faithful children of God today?  What is
our mission?  What is our calling?  What does the Lord
require of us to prove that we are God’s loving and serv-
ing children today?

Updated Prayer Chain List
There is a new updated prayer chain list available.  Please

ask Carolyn or look on the table in the foyer.

Summer Camp at
Maranatha

It’s time to be thinking about going to summer
camp at Maranatha.  Program for the 2008 camp is titled
“Everything”  It is a study of who Christ is.

Information about camp dates, things needed, etc
is available in the church office about

Things to Look For

Fri. & Sat. April 11 - 12
Missouri Christian Convention

Sun. April 20th
Salonique Adolphe here for morning

services and with the youth that
night.

Sat. April 26th
MVCC (Youth Benefit) Softball

Tournament

Thank you to Jaymie & Ronda Jones forthe great job they are doing with the
youth!



Serving This Month

Sunday       Monday      Tuesday     Wednesday      Thursday      Friday        Saturday
1 2 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 18 19

      GREETERS   COMMUNION PREPARATION
               Charolette Phillips

5

COMMUNION TEAM
Team 1

21 22

4

April 6
Donuts & Juice - Terri Stokes
Opening Prayer - Jared Dyson

Scripture Reading -  Dyson Family
Communion Meditation - Jaymie Jones

Closing Prayer -  Hal Harris
Nursery - Sara Engler & Michele Vanater
Junior Church 4th-6th - Kima Bekemeier
Junior Church 1st-3rd - Rick Bekemeier

Junior Church Pre-K & K -  Adam &
Cassi Boswell

Toddlers -  Bill Weber
Home Communion - Rick Phillips

  23 24 25 26

27 28

April 13
Donuts & Juice - Michele Vanater

Opening Prayer - Jaymie Jones
Scripture Reading - Sly Family

Communion Meditation - Wes Dyson
Closing Prayer - Derek Stokes

Nursery - Nancy & Hayley Brown
Junior Church 4th-6th - Dusty Eldridge
Junior Church 1st-3rd - Amy Eldridge

Junior Church Pre-K & K - Kima
Bekemeier

Toddlers - Bill Weber
 Home Communion - Wes Dyson

April 20
Donuts & Juice - Ronda Jones

Opening Prayer - Mark Lee
Scripture Reading - Mark Engler Family

Communion Meditation - Rick Bekemeier
Closing Prayer - Rick Phillips

Nursery - Dustin & Amber Hudson
Toddlers - Bill Weber

Junior Church 4th-6th - Beth Budd
Junior Church 1st-3rd -Scott Budd

Junior Church Pre-K & K - Lynna Rathmann
& Anissa Jack

Home Communion - Rick Phillips

3

Men’s Breakfast
7:30 am

20

29

17

Elder’s Meeting
following

After-school
program

After-school
program

After-School Program

After-school
program

April 1 - Beth Budd
April 8 -  Charolette Phillips

April 15 -
April 22 -

April 29 - Beth Budd

Snacks for Tuesday’s

Grace Groups
6:00 pm

Grace Groups
6:00 pm

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Grace Groups
6:00 pm

 Family Meal 5:30 pm J.A.M.,
After Shock, Adult Bible
Studies Understanding

Personalities Class 6:30 pm

After-school
program

This is the last
After-school

program meeting
this school year.

30

31

Grace Groups
6:00 pm

 Family Meal 5:30 pm J.A.M.,
After Shock, Adult Bible
Studies Understanding

Personalities Class 6:30 pm

April 27
Donuts & Juice - Linda Threet

Opening Prayer - Mike Swortwood
Scripture Reading - Phillips Family

Communion Meditation - Paul Parrish
Closing Prayer - Wes Dyson
Nursery - Fil & Brenda Turk

Junior Church 4th-6th - Mark Lee
Junior Church 2st-3rd - Jennifer Lee

Junior Church Pre-K & K - Beth Budd
Toddlers - Bill Weber

   Home Communion - Bill Weber

Gladys
Cunningham

Rick Bekemeier
Kaleb J.
 Kingsley

Lisa Campbell

McKenzie
Swortwood

Fil Turk
Lauren Korte

Venessa Budd Josh
Daugherty

Hunter Brown
Abby Jack
Bill Hendrix

 Family Meal 5:30 pm J.A.M.,
After Shock, Adult Bible
Studies Understanding

Personalities Class 6:30 pm

 Family Meal 5:30 pm J.A.M.,
After Shock, Adult Bible
Studies Understanding

Personalities Class 6:30 pm

 Family Meal 5:30 pm J.A.M.,
After Shock, Adult Bible
Studies Understanding

Personalities Class 6:30 pm

Maria Engler
Lynna Rathmann

Isaak Esparra

April Taylor
General

Municipal
Election

Passover Begins

Missouri Christian Convention
(Springfield, MO)

Deeper Life (O.C.C. - Joplin, MO)

2:00 pm
Baby Shower for
Katelyn Wright

12:30 pm
Fellowship Dinner

Salonique Alolphe,
Missionary from Haiti
am worship, pm youth

6:00 pm Lady Prayer
Warriors meeting

Women’s Retreat at O.C. C in Joplin

MVCC Softball
Tournament

A man once told a pastor that he wanted to be-
come a member of the church.  “But,” he said, “I’m very
busy, so don’t ask me to join a committee, teach a class
or sing in the choir.  Spare me from anything that would
take up my time, and don’t be surprised if I’m not in
worship very often.”

The pastor thought for a moment, and then re-
plied, “I believe you’re at the wrong church.  The church
you’re looking for is 10 blocks down the street.”

The man followed the pastor’s directions and
soon came to an abandoned, boarded-up church build-
ing.  It was a dead church---out of business.

May each of us always be alive to the ministry
of the Lord’s church.  Remember that lively Christians
make churches that are alive.

Be a Lively Christian

Mt. Vernon High
School Baseball

game at Hammon’s
Field in Springfield

5:30 pm

 Humor
During  a youth group car wash, a teenager drove

up in his old, dented automobile.
“Welcome!” said another boy.  “But I have to

tell you that while we can wash your car, we can’t iron
our the wrinkles.”


